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Dikshu’s Oil Lamp

Guide for middle- and upper-level primary school students and teachers. 

 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 7. Affordable and clean energy.

 Link to video: https://vimeo.com/371869621

 Duration: 07:07 minutes.

 Location, year: Bukaraya Samudram, Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh,  

 India. 2019.  

  Skills: language and audiovisual communication, digital literacy, knowledge 

and interaction with the physical, social and civic world.

https://vimeo.com/371869621
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Synopsis

Dikshu lives in a town in rural India. She has no electricity at home and, 
when it gets dark, she’s able to read thanks to the light of a little lantern. 
Through Dikshu’s family we’ll get to know the inconveniences of not 
having electricity and we’ll learn what kind of energy they use to cook  
or to irrigate the fields they farm.
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Sustainable Development Goals
On 25 September, 2015, the 193 countries that make 
up the United Nations set 17 goals to be met before 
the year 2030. These goals are called Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and they intend to create 
a better world, through challenges as important as 
eradicating poverty, fighting against inequality and 
halting climate change, amongst others. 

More information is available at:

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/
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SDG 7. Affordable and clean energy
Universal access to energy is essential. Around the world, billions of people lack 
access to reliable and affordable means of electricity. Many people still use highly 
polluting fuels and inefficient technologies. Thanks to electricity, safety increases 
and people’s lifestyle and opportunities improve greatly. It is essential to support 
initiatives that ensure universal access to modern energy services, improve energy 
output and increase the use of renewable sources in order to create more sustainable 
and inclusive communities.

The majority of homes in rural India lack reliable, affordable and sustainable energy 
sources. It rains very little in this region and droughts are frequent. The Vicente Ferrer 
takes advantage of the sun to create energy via solar panels. With these panels 
they’re able to irrigate large swaths of land using little water thanks to drip irrigation. 
The more heat the sun provides, the more energy is created to irrigate crops.
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Reflection
Once you’ve seen the video, reflect on the following questions:

1. Dikshu doesn’t have electricity at home. Thanks to electricity, we can use 
a wide range of appliances that make life easier. What things do we have 
access to that Dikshu’s family doesn’t, due to not having electricity at home?

For example, Dikshu’s family doesn’t have electricity or home appliances 
such as, for example, a refrigerator, washing machine or fan. According to 
the statistics, only 11% of homes in rural India have a refrigerator. Fans are 
necessary in a place where summer temperatures reach more than 40ºC 
and, on top of that, they help to prevent mosquito bites. They don’t have a TV 
or internet access, either. Many houses in rural India use generators to have 
electricity, but they are unsound systems that constantly suffer blackouts. In 
addition, in many Indian cities the wiring doesn’t meet the necessary safety 
conditions. 

Not having electricity means that Dikshu can’t read or study properly after 
the sun goes down. The streets are very dark and are dangerous.  

In the video we also saw how Dikshu’s father, a farmer, uses solar energy, a 
renewable and clean energy. Can you identify which energies are renewable 
and which ones aren’t?
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• Renewable energies are obtained from sources that are never exhausted 
from overuse, such as sunlight, wind, river currents or tides. They’re clean 
and don’t affect the environment. How does the solar energy we saw in 
the video work? Rays of solar light transmit a tiny part of the energy that’s 
constantly being produced on the sun. Solar energy is turned into power 
in solar panels, which are formed by very fine layers of special materials. 
They can also be used for heating or to generate hot water.

• Non-renewable energies are energies that run out after being used: coal, 
oil and natural gas. What impact do you think the use of these energies 
has on our planet?

India is one of the most populated countries in the world and it faces a huge 
challenge in the future: satisfying the energy needs of the population without 
jeopardizing environmental sustainability. In fact, the most polluted city in 
the world is the capital of India, New Delhi.

Next, we’ll invite the students to consider the electricity we use and waste. 
What can we do to use it in a more sustainable way? For example: using 
energy-efficient light bulbs, taking advantage of natural light, turning off 
appliances when they’re not being used, not setting off the washing machine 
or dishwasher until they’re completely full, buying appliances that have an 
A++ or A+++ green energy label, etc.
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2. What does cooking with firewood mean in rural India?

In rural India many families cook with firewood, like Dikshu’s neighbour. 
Women are in charge of a task as hard as gathering firewood. To get the 
firewood many trees are cut down. Deforestation has many negative effects 
on the environment, such as the loss of millions of species’ habitat and the 
drying of the land. Additionally, cooking with firewood is very dangerous, 
given that any spark can cause a fire if the house is made of hay or branches. 
Cooking with firewood also forces people to breathe in great amounts of 
smoke and causes respiratory illnesses. For this reason, women cook outside 
to avoid this very harmful smoke.
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Complementary activity

Great figures of science

• Objective: To get to know scientists who have changed human 

life. 

• Duration:  Two hours of class and homework.

• Necessary material: Computer with internet access or access 

to bibliographic material dealing with great scientists. Poster 

boards, markers or printer.

• Link of interest: https://web.ua.es/es/unidad-igualdad/

secundando-la-igualdad/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta/mujeres-a-

ciencia-cierta-recursos-web.html

• Development of the activity: The students will investigate the 

scientists who have made history and will be invited to reflect 

on whether they know more men or women. Next, they will 

work on one of these characters and prepare a presentation for 

the rest of the class.

https://web.ua.es/es/unidad-igualdad/secundando-la-igualdad/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta-recursos-web.html
https://web.ua.es/es/unidad-igualdad/secundando-la-igualdad/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta-recursos-web.html
https://web.ua.es/es/unidad-igualdad/secundando-la-igualdad/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta/mujeres-a-ciencia-cierta-recursos-web.html
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First part
Working all together, make a list of women and men of science in two different 
columns according to if they’re men or women. What scientists are you familiar 
with in the field of electricity? Do you know who Hertha Marks Ayrton was? 

Next, we’ll think about if we’re familiar with the same number of men as women 
in science. What is that due to? Although women have made great contributions 
to science, technology and the humanities, they’ve been underrepresented 
and made invisible. We have real examples of women who have made great 
discoveries but didn’t receive recognition; instead, it went to their respective 
husbands or research partners. This is the case of women like Frieda Robscheit-
Robbins, Jocelyn Bell, Sau Lan Wu or Isabella Helen Lugowski. 

Frieda Robscheit-Robbins 

Source: scientificw
om

en.net

Jocelyn Bell 
Source: www.mujeresconciencia.com

Sau Lan Wu Source: www.aip.org

Isabella Helen Lugosky 

Source: www.wattpad.com
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Second part
In groups of three or four students you’ll work with the life of one of these figures. 
It will be necessary to have the same number of men as women. Each group will 
research their biography and the contribution they made to humanity. After that, 
you’ll prepare a presentation of between five and ten minutes that you’ll share 
with the rest of the class. You can use, as support, a poster or presentation that 
includes dates and photographs.

PERSON TO STUDY

 Biography

 Contribution of this person to humanity Picture of  
the chosen 

person

Other interesting  
pictures

Other interesting  
pictures

Mary W. Jackson 

Source: hypebeast.com
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More information at:

www.fundacionvicenteferrer.org

About the Vicente Ferrer Foundation
The Vicente Ferrer Foundation (VFF) works in the southeast of India  

to improve the living conditions of vulnerable families. We work with the most 
disadvantaged groups to guarantee them a dignified life and future opportunities 

through projects in the fields of education, health, habitat and ecology.  
We focus especially on the empowerment of vulnerable groups,  

such as women and people with disabilities.

Follow us:

http://www.fundacionvicenteferrer.org
http://www.fundacionvicenteferrer.org
https://www.facebook.com/fundacionvicenteferrer
https://www.instagram.com/fvicenteferrer/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fundaci-n-vicente-ferrer/
https://twitter.com/FVICENTEFERRER
https://www.youtube.com/user/fundvicenteferrer
https://vimeo.com/fundacionvicenteferrer

